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SUBJECT: TRANSCRIPT OF STATE DEPT. NEWS BRIEFING, 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 

THE FOLLOWING ARE THE PERTINENT REMARKS CONCERNING CHILE 
MADE BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN AT TODAY'S NOON 
BRIEFING FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND POSSIBLE USE IN ANSWERING 
QUESTIONS: 

Q: JOHN, ON CHILE, HOW MANY AMERICANS ARE BEING HELD BY 
THE CHILE GOVERNMENT AND WHAT IS THE U.S. DOING ABOUT 
GETTING THEM OUT? 

A: WE HAVE, FROM VARIOUS SOURCES, INFORMATION ABOUT THE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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AMERICANS AND THEIR CONDITION AT CHILE. AT THE MOMENT, IT 
SEEMS THAT PERHAPS AS MANY AS SIX HAVE BEEN DETAINED BY THE 
JUNTA. I HAVE SOME OF THEIR NAMES BUT, IN OTHER CASES, NEXT 
OF KIN HAVE NOT BEEN NOTIFIED, SO WE WOULD WITHHOLD THAT 
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FOR THE TIME BEING. 

BUT, IN ANY EVENT, TO ANSWER THE SECOND PART OF YOUR QUES- 
TION, WE'VE INSTRUCTED THE EMBASSY TO CONTINUE ITS EFFORTS 
TO COMMUNICATE WITH ALL AMERICAN CITIZENS WHO WE WOULD HAVE 
REASON TO BELIEVE HAVE BEEN DETAINED OR OTHERWISE DEFLECTED 
FROM THEIR ORIGINAL PURPOSES. 

WE WILL DO THE USUAL - THAT IS TO SAY, ASCERTAIN THEIR 
WELFARE - SEEK TO INSURE THEIR HUMAN NEEDS, IF ANY - AND, 
OBVIOUSLY BE IN CONTACT WITH CHILEAN AUTHORITIES TO INSURE 
THAT THEY RECEIVE FAIR AND EQUITABLE TREATMENT. 

Q: WHY ARE THEY BEING HELD, JOHN? 

A: WE DON'T KNOW YET. AS I SAY, WE DON'T HAVE ALL THE 
FACTS. 

Q: ARE ANY OF THE SIX AMERICAN OFFICIALS - OF ANY AGENCY? 

A: NO, THEY'RE NOT OFFICIALS. THERE ARE A COUPLE OF 
MARYKNOLL MISSIONARY PRIESTS: JOSEPH DOUGHERTY, AND 
FRANCIS FLYNN. 

Q: HAS THERE BEEN ANY CONTACT BETWEEN THE EMBASSY AND 
THESE DETAINEES TO THIS POINT? 

A: I'M PRETTY SURE WITH SOME OF THEM, BUT I JUST CAN'T 
CATALOG IT FOR YOU. LET ME GIVE YOU THE OTHER NAMES I 
HAVE: ADAM SCHESCH, AND HIS WIFE PATRICIA. 

Q: WHO ARE THEY, DO YOU KNOW? 

A: AMERICAN CITIZENS. THAT’S REALLY THE ONLY WAY TO 
CHARACTERIZE THEM NOW. AND THE LAST TWO NAMES ARE: CAROL 
NESSO - AND - DAVID CUSACK. I'M SORRY. THAT'S ALL THE 
INFORMATION. 
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Q: DO YOU HAVE OCCUPATIONS FOR THE TWO LAST ONES, JOHN? 

A: NO. 

Q: JOHN, YOU DON'T HAVE ANY INFORMATION THAT ADAM SCHESCH 
AND DAVID CUSACK ARE AMERICAN PROFESSORS WHO WERE UNDER 
CONTRACT TO AN AMERICAN AGENCY WORKING IN - 

A: THEY COULD WELL BE. I DID SEE REFERENCE IN AT LEAST 
ONE STORY THIS MORNING THAT THE SCHESCH'S WERE CONNECTED 
WITH AN AMERICAN UNIVERSITY. BUT I CAN'T CONFIRM THAT; I 
DON'T KNOW IT YET. 
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WE MAY WELL HAVE THE INFORMATION. IT JUST HASN'T COME IN. 

Q: AMERICAN PROFESSORS UNDER CONTRACT TO THE UNITED 
STATES GOVERNMENT, WORKING IN CHILE? 

A: IT COULD WELL BE. I JUST DON'T KNOW. 

Q: DO YOUR PREVIOUS SOURCES SAY ANYTHING ABOUT THE SORT OF 
TREATMENT THAT THESE AND OTHER PEOPLE ARE RECEIVING? 

A: WELL, I GUESS I'M LEFT IN THE UNSATISFACTORY POSITION 
OF JUST SAYING THAT WE DON'T HAVE ANY FIRM INFORMATION 
WHICH WOULD SUBSTANTIATE THESE CHARGES WHICH WE'VE SEEN IN 
SEVERAL REPORTS, BUT - 

Q: WHAT CHARGES? 

A: ABOUT REPRESSIVE MEASURES USED AGAINST PEOPLE WHO 
HAVE BEEN DETAINED IN CHILE. I CAN ASSURE YOU THAT THE 
EMBASSY WILL DO EVERYTHING IT CAN TO PERFORM THE USUAL 
FUNCTIONS IN BEHALF OF AMERICAN CITIZENS WHO MAY BE IN 
NEED OF ASSISTANCE. 

Q: WE HAVE NOT BEEN GIVEN ACCESS TO THEM THOUGH. WE HAVE 
NOT BEEN DENIED THAT PRIVILEGE? 

A: THIS CAME UP IN A DIFFERENT FORM EARLIER. I JUST 
DON'T KNOW. I CAN'T SPEAK TO ALL OF THEM. WE KNOW THEY'RE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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THERE, AND WE'VE BEEN IN TOUCH EITHER WITH THEM OR WITH THE 
APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES. 

Q: JOHN. MRS. ALLENDE, IN AN INTERVIEW IN THE "TIMES" TODAY, 
SUGGESTED THAT THE U.S. GOVERNMENT MIGHT HAVE HELPED FOMENT 
THE COUP BY PAYING OFF THE STRIKING TRANSPORTATION WORKERS. 
DO YOU HAVE ANY COMMENT ON THAT? 

A: I'M NOT SURE EXACTLY WHAT MRS. ALLENDE SAID, BUT LET 
ME REPEAT THAT THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT - AND I SPEAK 
FOR ALL ELEMENTS OF THE GOVERNMENT - WERE NOT INVOLVED IN 
THE CHILEAN COUP. WE'VE SAID THIS REPEATEDLY; I WILL SAY 
IT AGAIN IN ANSWER TO THAT. 

Q: YOU RECOGNIZE MY QUESTION IS DIFFERENT FROM THAT, DO 
YOU? 

A: YES. 

Q: WILL YOU CHECK INTO THAT? I MEAN IT'S GETTING A LOT 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



OF PUBLICITY. 

A: I REALIZE THAT. 

Q: WILL YOU LOOK INTO THAT? 

A: I WILL STAND ON WHAT I JUST SAID: WE WERE NOT IN- 
VOLVED - AND I REPEAT THAT. 

Q: THEN YOU'RE NOT DENYING YOU MIGHT HAVE PAID OFF THE 
TRANSPORTATION WORKERS. 

A: WELL, WE WERE NOT INVOLVED IN ANY WAY IN THAT COUP. 

Q: JOHN. ARE THESE PEOPLE WHO ARE BEING DETAINED - THE 
AMERICANS - CHARGED, OR ABOUT TO BE CHARGED, WITH 
ANYTHING? 

A: WE DON'T KNOW YET. WE JUST DON'T KNOW. 
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Q: JOHN, IN YOUR OPINION, WOULD THE PAYMENT - IF YOU 
MADE ANY TO THE TRANSPORT WORKERS IN CHILE - CONSTITUTE 
WHAT DR. KISSINGER WOULD HAVE CONSTRUED AS AN ' INTERFERENCE 
IN THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF ANOTHER COUNTRY"? HE MADE A 
GREAT ISSUE OF THIS AT THE CONFIRMATION HEARINGS ABOUT 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 

A: LOOK, I HAVE GREAT TROUBLE ACCEPTING THIS PREMISE THAT 
"IF WE DID THIS" AND THAT "IF WE DID THAT" I SAID - AND I 
REPEAT - WE WERE NOT INVOLVED IN ANY WAY IN THE OVERTHROW 
OF THE ALLENDE GOVERNMENT. 

Q: NO. I REALIZE, OF COURSE, THAT'S A THEORETICAL 
QUESTION. 

A: YES. 

Q: NOT DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY INVOLVED - IS THAT WHAT 
YOU'RE SAYING? 

A: I SAID "IN ANY WAY." 

Q: JOHN, I REALIZE THAT YOUR REMARKS ARE DIRECTED ABOUT 
THE COUP, BUT IT STILL DOES NOT GET DOWN TO THE QUESTION 
ABOUT WHETHER THERE WAS MONEY GIVEN TO THE TRANSPORTATION 
STRIKERS. COULD YOU ADDRESS YOURSELF SPECIFICALLY TO THAT 
QUESTION AND NOT TO THE COUP ITSELF? 

A: I SEE; YES. 
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LET ME LOOK INTO THAT. (NOTE: SEE END OF CABLE) 

Q: INCLUDING THE POSSIBILITY THAT THERE MAY HAVE BEEN 
HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE? 

A: WELL, WE'RE INCLUDING ALL POSSIBILITIES. THAT'S WHY I 
WANT TO BE AS CAREFUL AS POSSIBLE ABOUT THIS MATTER. 

Q: JOHN. DO YOU KNOW IF THESE AMERICANS ARE BEING HELD IN 
THE SPORTS STADIUM, OR WHERE? 
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A: I DON'T HAVE THEIR LOCALE AT HAND. I CAN TRY TO FIND 
THAT OUT FOR YOU. I ASSUME THEY'RE IN ONE OF THE TWO 
SPORTS STADIUMS, WHICH APPARENTLY ARE BEING USED FOR DETEN- 
TION PURPOSES. 

Q: JOHN I'M A LITTLE BIT SURPRISED AT YOU. YOU HAD NO 
ANSWER TO THE QUESTION WHETHER THERE WAS ANY CONTACT 
BETWEEN THE EMBASSY AND THE DETAINED PEOPLE. 

A: YES. I ASSUME THERE HAS BEEN, BUT I DON'T KNOW WHETHER 
THEY'VE SEEN THEM ALL. AS I SAID, THE INFORMATION THAT 
THEY ARE DETAINED HAS COME TO US FROM VARIOUS SOURCES; AND 
I JUST CAN'T BE CATEGORIC ABOUT IT. BUT, IN ANY EVENT, WE 
WILL MAKE EVERY APPROPRIATE EFFORT TO DO WHAT IS NEEDED TO 
ASSIST THESE POEPLE. 

Q: JOHN, COULD I TURN THAT QUESTION AROUND? HAS THE 
CHILEAN GOVERNMENT OFFERED ANY OBSTACLES TO AMERICAN 
REQUESTS TO SEE THE SIX? 

A: THAT’S HARD TO SAY. IT'S A PRETTY CONFUSED SITUATION. 

YOU KNOW HOW YOU CAN RUN INTO ANOMALOUS SITUATIONS. WHEN 
I TELL YOU THAT, I DON’T WANT YOU TO THINK THAT WE'RE 
HAVING TROUBLE. 

THE ONE CASE I DO KNOW ABOUT, WHERE WE WERE INFORMED THAT 
THE AMERICAN HAD A PROBLEM, THAT THE EMBASSY MOVED IMMEDIA- 
TELY, WAS IN CONTACT WITH THE AUTHORITIES - THE PERSON WAS 
RELEASED WITHIN HOURS, AND EVERYTHING SEEMS TO BE ALL RIGHT. 

Q: JOHN, IT'S CORRECT THOUGH THAT YOU HAVE MADE REPRESEN- 
TATIONS TO THE NEW GOVERNMENT ON BEHALF OF THE SIX? 

A: WELL, NO. WE ALWAYS LIKE TO BE SURE OF OUR FACTS 
FIRST. AND BEFORE WE GET TO THAT STAGE, YOU WANT TO KNOW 
EXACTLY WHAT THEY'RE CHARGED WITH OR WHY THEY'RE BEING 
HELD, AND THAT SORT OF THING. 
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Q: WELL, WE HAVE GONE THAT FAR. WE HAVE ASKED THE 
CHILEANS FOR THE FACTS SURROUNDING THE INDIVIDUALS? 
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A: YES. YOU CAN ASSUME THAT WE'RE DOING THAT. YES. 

Q: JOHN, HOW MANY OF THE AMERICANS WHO WERE HELD, WHO WERE 
DETAINED, HAVE NOW BEEN RELEASED? 

A: I KNOW OF A COUPLE OF CASES. I CAN T BE MORE SPECIFIC 
THAN THAT. AND THE MATERIAL WE PULLED TOGETHER HERE JUST 
DOESN'T ADDRESS ITSELF TO THAT QUESTION. BUT YOU KNOW THAT 
THE SWIMMERS WERE HAVING A PROBLEM THERE. THEY ARRIVED IN 
MIAMI THIS MORNING. 

Q: HOW MANY? 

A: HALF A DOZEN OR SO. 

Q: CAN YOU APPLY THAT STATEMENT OF THE "NO AMERICAN 
INVOLVEMENT IN THE COUP IN ANY WAY" TO THE SIX? 

A: TO THE SIX? 

Q: TO THE SIX WHO WERE BEING DETAINED? 

Q: IN SANTIAGO? 

A: YES. AS FAR AS I KNOW, THESE WERE PRIVATE CITIZENS. 

I'M SPEAKING ABOUT GOVERNMENT INVOLVEMENT - THE ALLEGA- 
TIONS OF GOVERNMENT INVOLVEMENT. 

I JUST CANT BE BLANKET AND CATEGORIC ABOUT A MATTER INVOL- 
VING INDIVIDUALS. 

Q: BUT YOU DID SAY, JOHN, THAT A COUPLE OF AMERICANS WERE 
RELEASED; IS THIS TRUE? 

A: YES. TO MY KNOWLEDGE, YES. 

Q: THEN YOU'RE NOT RULING OUT THE POSSIBILITY THAT SOME 
PRIVATE BUSINESS INTERESTS MAY HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN THE 
COUP? YOU'RE ONLY DENYING FROM A GOVERNMENT STANDPOINT. 

A: NO CHANGE; SURELY. I WOULDN'T PRESUME TO SPEAK FOR 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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ANYBODY ELSE. 

Q: I ASK: DO YOU RULE OUT THE POSSIBILITY? 

A: I WOULDN'T EVEN ACCEPT THE QUESTION. I SPEAK ONLY FOR 
THE DEPARTMENT. 

Q: BUT YOU SAID YOU SPOKE FOR ALL AGENCIES OF THE U.S. 
GOVERNMENT. 

A: FOR THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT. LEST THERE BE ANY 
MISAPPREHENSIONS HERE. 

Q: COULD I JUST FINISH UP ONE QUESTION ON CHILE, PLEASE? 

I'M JUST PUZZLED BY YOUR WORDING. YOU SAID "AS MANY AS 
SIX HAVE BEEN DETAINED." DOES THAT MEAN THAT YOU KNOW 
THERE ARE NO MORE AND THAT SOME OF THESE MAY BE RELEASED 
BY NOW? 

A: I GUESS WE CALCULATE THAT AT THE TIME OF THE COUP 
THERE MAY HAVE BEEN AS MANY AS SEVERAL THOUSAND AMERICANS 
IN SANTIAGO OR ENVIRONS; AND, YOU KNOW, WHO KNOWS WHAT 
PROBLEMS SOME OF THESE PEOPLE HAVE? 

WELL, FOR INSTANCE - FOR DAYS YOU COULDN'T GET AN AIRPLANE 
OUT OF CHILE. AND I JUST CAN'T BE CATEGORIC ABOUT ALL THE 
AMERICANS. 

Q: BUT YOU KNOW THERE ARE NO MORE THAN THESE SIX IN 
DETENTION. 

A: WE HAVE NO INFORMATION THAT THERE ARE MORE; I HAVE 
NO INFORMATION THAT THERE ARE MORE. 

WHAT I'M SAYING IS THAT WE'RE DEALING WITH A HALF DOZEN TO 
A DOZEN PEOPLE HERE, AS I UNDERSTAND IT. ONLY SIX 
AMERICANS THAT WE KNOW OF WERE BEING DETAINED AS OF 
TODAY. 

Q: JOHN, JUST FOR THE PURPOSE OF THIS STORY, WHEN WAS THE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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LAST TIME THE DEPARTMENT WAS ABSOLUTELY SURE THAT THESE 
SIX PEOPLE WERE STILL BEING DETAINED? 

A: THIS MORNING. 

END TRANSCRIPT. 
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LATER IN THE AFTERNOON THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT WAS RELEASED 
BY THE SPOKESMAN TO THE PRESS: 

WE HAVE SEEN THE STATEMENT ATTRIBUTED TO MRS. ALLENDE AS 
WELL AS OTHER STORIES SUGGESTING THAT THE UNITED STATES 
MIGHT HAVE FINANCED THE TRUCKERS' STRIKE WHICH PRECEDED 
THE COUP IN CHILE. SUCH SUGGESTIONS ARE ABSURD. THE 
UNITED STATES PLAYED NO PART, FINANCIAL OR OTHERWISE, IN 
THAT STRIKE OR IN THE OTHER STOPPAGES AND PROTESTS MOUNTED 
BY THE OPPOSITION TO ALLENDE. 

DECONTROL DECEMBER 20, 1973. RUSH 
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